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Take A Hike  

It’s  Good For You 
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Since the last Trackin’, we’ve made considerable 
progress on a couple of fronts you might want to 
know about.   
    I received a call from a National Park Service’s 
Recreational Trail Planner, who is based in 
Morgantown, WV.  She is working with several 
Pennsylvania trail associations to develop a trail that 
runs from Pittsburgh to Lake Erie.  (A trail that runs 
from Pittsburgh to Washington, D.C already exists.) 
The trail could end at Erie, PA, or in Brocton or in 
Westfield.  We would like to see the trail end in New 
York at either Brocton or Westfield or, better yet, 
both.  I attended a meeting in Erie and have become 
part of a 12 organization steering committee 
attempting to form an alliance of trail organizations to 
make this trail a reality.   As things progress, we’ll 
keep you informed. 
     The New York Dept of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation has a new initiative to link state 
parks to recreational trails as much as possible.  
They are interested in the Pittsburgh to Brocton trail 
because lake Erie State Park is only a bit North of 
Brocton and would tie in.   
     We (the Chautauqua Lake Snowmobile Club and 
us) have advertised our need for a tractor and 
accessories for trail maintenance, have received the 
bids, have awarded the bids and now have the 
equipment.  We purchased a 70 horsepower New 
Holland tractor, loader and side mount ditch bank 
mower from Wiggers and Son in Clymer, a backhoe 
attachment, an offset mower and a center mount 
mower from Laporte Farm Equipment in Westfield.  
We also had funds left over which allowed us to buy 
two pole saws, 2 chain saws and a string trimmer 
that accommodates blades (for cutting woody 
weeds).   We are really happy with the results of this 
grant. 
     As we were talking with John Wiggers, Jr. about 
the bid, we discovered he owns about 2 miles of the 
old railbed that runs from Sherman to Corry.  A 
relative of his, who delivered the bid to the office, 
also owns part of the railbed.  Both indicated they 
had no problem with our using their land as a 
recreational trail.  So, there we have a good start on 
expanding the trail from Sherman to Corry, where it 
would hook up with the Northeast PA Tail 
Association trail through and south of Corry.  This  
 

 
piece of news ties in rather well with the desire to 
end a very long trail at Lake Erie. 
     We’ve learned the contract for the TEA-21 grant 
the villages of Mayville and Sherman won to improve 
the trail should be ready for signature in a month or 
so.  We are not sure exactly what that means to the 
trail except we are pretty sure part of the trail will 
receive a top dressing of crushed stone, that will be 
wet down and then rolled, which should cause it to 
become quite hard, good enough for road bicycle 
tires.   
    Not known too well by many people, we own the 
old railbed from the state line almost into Frewsburg.  
(Almost at the state line there is a hole in the railbed 
where a bridge used to be.)  Our deed claims the 
railbed to the hamlet of Ackley, PA.  Land owners 
between the state line and Ackley have disputed our 
deed. A trail activist in Ackley, Mr. Art Sagar, has done a 
title search, taking the deeds to the lands in question back 
to the documents conveying the land to the railroad.   
Mr. Segar has also found that the railroad has never 
been legally abandoned.   What all this means to us 
is unknown at this moment.  However, Mr. Segar is 
working with Warren County, PA, officials, to get the 
information he has to a lawyer who specializes in 
railroad real estate law.  Maybe we’ll found out who 
owns what.  So, progress on this front has occurred, 
too.   
    New York State has passed a law allowing 
persons who give a conservation easement to a 
certified organization, to deduct 25% of the property 
tax of that piece of land from their income taxes, 
every year. (There are some Federal tax benefits 
also.) Unfortunately, we are not a certified 
organization and to become one would take way too 
much time, effort and money.  So, we approached 
the Town of Chautauqua to determine their 
willingness to accept a conservation easement.  At 
this time, they are planning to pass a local law 
allowing this to take place.   Once this law is passed 
and the easement is accepted, the way will be much 
easier for others who wish to donate a conservation 
easement to do so.  As the benefits of conservation 
easements become more well known, we can see 
easements being given in favor of horse trails, 
snowmobile trails as well as multi-purpose 
recreational trails.  ��
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Winter Finches 
by Tom Simmons 
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___Yes-I want to support CRT's effort to change the abandoned rail lines of 
Chautauqua County into multi-use trails which can be enjoyed by all. 
 
___Individual     $25        ___Sustaining   $100   
___Family           $40        ___Benefactor   $500             
___Patron           $60         ___ Sponsor    $1000  up    
___Business Partner $100/$200 per year for 10 years  
 
Name___________________________________ 
  
Address__________________________________  

City _________________State_____Zip________ 

 Phone____________ E-mail___________________ 

Mail to: Chautauqua Rails to Trails                                 
                PO Box 151                                                       
                 Mayville, NY  14757-0151                             
__________________________________________ 
 

Check out the CRT website at: 
www.chaurtt.org 

 

If you are renewing 
your membership, 

please consider raising 
your level of giving.  

Thank you 
 

)�	��E�
�����  



 

 

P.O. Box 151 Mayville. NY 14757-0151 

Trail Guide Pictures  
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